
ing more or less into the uterine cavity. These crayons are made by rub-
bing together powdered iodoform and mucilage ; the mass is then thick-
ened by the addition of gum arabic, after which it is allowed to harden
by exposure to the air. The crayons can be introduced within the cer-
vix, and held in position by a tampon of cotton.
Fissure of the Neck of the Bladder.— Professor Spiegelberg con-

tributes1 a valuable article on this troublesome and painful affection. The
pain and spasmodic contractions of which the patients complain are much
more constant in this disease than in cases of fissure of the anus, inas-
much as the urine is in almost continual contact with the abraded sur-
face. The occurrence of a vesical fissure, like that of the anus, fre-
quently follows a confinement. The method of treatment which has been
chiefly recommended in this class of cases consists in a gradual dilata-
tion of the parts, but not unfrequently this treatment, while it cures
the fissure, is followed by a subacute inflammation of the mucous mem-
brane, and by incontinence of urine, which is certainly as troublesome
as the fissure was painful. With a view of avoiding these difficulties
Spiegelberg advises a rapid dilatation of the urethra, the patient being
always first placed in a state of anaesthesia. By means of Busch's
uterine dilator, the upper part being removed, the dilatation can be
perfectly effected in about a minute, and the urethra can thus be di-
lated to the extent of about an inch. The dilatation should be at first
moderate, considerable force, however, being finally used. Spiegelberg
gives the details of two cases of vesical fissure which he treated in this
way successfully. The same method of examination can also be used
in all cases where the physician desires to make out a diagnosis of any
suspected local trouble in the course of the urethra. In this same way he
has removed a polypus from the neck of the bladder. By the employ-
ment of this method of examination all possibility of confounding a case
of vesical fissure with a cystitis, urethritis, or simple neurosis is avoided.

TRANSACTIONS OF THE PHILADELPHIA PATHOLOGICAL
SOCIETY.2

The present volume by no means yields to its predecessors in matters of
general interest. It furnishes a striking picture of the inner medical life of
Philadelphia, and indicates in the strongest possible manner one of the causes
of the maintenance of the deservedly high position in American medicine so
long held by that city.
The general arrangement of the contents is the same as in previous vol-
1 Berliner klinische Wochenschrift, xxii. 16, 1875.
2 Transactions of the Pathological Society of Philadelphia. Volume V. Edited by James
Tyson, M. D. Philadelphia: Printed for the Society by J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1876.
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umes, while the reports are more full. A greater number of specimens is
included than in the preceding volume, though the meetings extend over but
one half the time. That the interest in the subject is a growing one is thus
very strongly shown, and the members of the society may well take pride in
the results of their efforts. It is also gratifying to see the thorough interest
displayed by the younger men, for most of the truly active members are ap-
parently those who have been admitted since 1860.
Among the rarer specimens is that of Dr. Cleeman, " a congenital imper-

foration of the duodenum and absence of the gall-bladder." The child was
otherwise well formed, and died in five days, from exhaustion. Of other cases
of congenital disturbance, the atresia of the vagina, presented by Dr. Schell,
has a double interest. The patient was an adult, thirty years of age, in whom
there was no external vaginal opening. The dilated vagina held nearly a
quart of retained menstrual fluid, but the uterus was not affected. The manner
of death from rupture of the vagina and escape of its contents into the perito-
neal cavity is of marked practical importance. The admirable report of the
special committee to which was referred the imperfect cyclops is an instance of
the thoroughness with which the society's work is done.
The specimen of intussusception presented b yDr. Sinkler is a valuable con-
tribution to the aîtiology of this condition. The cancerous caecum was carried
into the transverse colon. There is no reference made to the structure of this
tumor. If actually a cancer, it would represent one of the rarer tumors serv-
ing as a cause for invagination. Adhesions and infiltrations of the surround-
ing tissues are so likely to form in connection with caucerous casca that the
latter are usually held firmly in position.
The microscopic section from the kidney of a case of hasmaturia, shown by
Dr. J. G. Richardson, suggests features in common with those presented bythe series of cases reported by Dr. W. S. Bigelow in the Journal, some time
since. If we rememher aright, Dr. Bigelow was unable to observe distinct
red blood-corpuscles in the renal tubules, the appearances being regarded as
due to amorphous hsemoglobine, as in the haemoglobinuria of Ponfick.
As a suggestive diagnostic point in the examination of abdominal tumors,

Dr. H. L. Hodge calls attention to the power of transmitting sound possessed
by a fluid whose chemical and microscopic examination indicated that it came
from a cyst of the broad ligament. " Upon auscultating the abdomen of this
patient, the gurgling of the intestines could be distinctly heard in front, where
the sound on percussion was dull. In other cystic dropsies of the abdomen I
have not noticed this symptom. It may possibly prove of value in detectingthe existence of cysts of the broad ligament, and in distinguishing them from
other collections of fluid."
We had supposed with Dr. Bertolet that the specific cancer-cells were
" things of the past," and were not a little interested in the discussion concern-
ing Dr. Mears's ovarian tumor, the gross appearances of which correspond
with those of a papillary cystoma. Notwithstanding the difference of opinion
manifested during the discussion concerning the diagnostic value of cancer
juice, it could hardly have been closed more fittingly than was done by Dr.

16
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Pepper, the president of the society : " It would seem as though much of this
discussion turned upon the precise classification adopted for tumors and neo-
plasms. It is of course well known that this has varied much at different
times, and notably since the earlier writings of Paget. There can be no doubt
that the latter observer and others of his school very frequently made a correct
diagnosis of cancerous growths, so called under their classification, because the
character of the expressed juice aud particularly the cell-forms it contained
formed an important feature in the characteristics of cancer. But at the pres-
ent time there exists an almost unanimous disposition to accept the classification
of recent writers, in which cancer occupies a perfectly definite place, not in the
least dependent on the character of juice that can be expressed from a cut sur-
face, nor on the cell-forms present, but upon certain definite anatomical relations
and arrangements of cells and intercellular stroma. According to this latter
view it is, of course, necessary to employ the mode of examination which alone
will afford a demonstration of these relations ; and it is evidently impossible
that a diagnosis can be made from the examination of fluid."
Dr. Duhring's examination of a specimen of angeioma of the skin has an

additional interest in connection with the more recent suggestive generaliza-
tion of Durante concerning the recurrence of naevi. From those possessing
a structure in which connective tissue predominates sarcomas are likely to re-
sult, while carcinomas follow naevi of a more epidermoidal character.
The communications of Dr. R. M. Bertolet, on Multiple Cavernous Angei-

oma of the Liver, Tubercular Ulcération of the Larynx and Trachea, and
Sclerosis of the Spinal Cord, deserve special commendation for their evident
thoroughness. They are characterized not only by a careful and critical ex-
amination of the specimens, but also by an extensive research into the recent
literature of the subjects.
Dr. Keen's paper on The Anatomical, Pathological, and Surgical Uses of

Chloral is included among the miscellaneous contributions. That the seed
thus sown was not without its fruit is evident throughout the volume, from the
numerous allusions to corroborative experiments.
The committee on morbid growths has faithfully attended to its duties, and,

as heretofore, has added largely to the scientific value of the Transactions.
The use of the term " amyloid degeneration " of muscular fibre might be ob-
jected to as likely to confound the condition with a well-recognized and well-
established form of degeneration. We should also question the propriety of
designating a sarcomatous degeneration of striated muscular fibres as a myo-
sarcoma. We are not aware of any authentic instances of an acquired
sarcoma being composed of voluntary muscle, and the statement of the results
in this instance is by no means sufficient to establish the existence of a unique
case.
We are able to note merely a few of the interesting features of this pub-

lication. The general reader may be somewhat dismayed at seeing so much
condensed information, yet there are not a few persons who find it easy to be-
come absorbed even in a library catalogue. There is no intention of suggest-
ing an analogy, as the Transactions are decidedly cyclopaedic.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY on August 25, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



A classified table of contents and an alphabetical index render efficient serv-
ice to those who are willing to be attracted as well as to those who seek for
definite information. We hope Dr. Tyson may long continue in such pro-
ductive editorial work. R. H. F.

CARPENTER'S PHYSIOLOGY.1

A new edition of this well-known text-book is before us. In its preparation
the same plan has been followed as in previous editions, that is, the results of
recent investigations have been introduced into their appropriate places in the
text or in foot-notes. A work which grows thus by what may be called an
"agglutinative" process (particularly if, as in this case, the editor is not the
original author), necessarily becomes less and less readable as the unity of the
plan is gradually losj;. Besides this defect, the present volume has that of very
unwieldy proportions, and it is rather unfortunate that the 1176 pages were
not divided between two volumes, a proceeding which the editor suggests will
probably be necessary in future editions.
In spite of these objections to the form of the work, it will undoubtedly re-

tain the high place which it has always held amongst text-books of physiology.
It now represents very fairly the present state of our knowledge of human
physiology, and with its numerous references to original investigations it is,
without doubt, for special students of that science the most valuable work of
the sort in the English language. H. P. B.

BLACK'S LECTURES ON BRIGHT'S DISEASE.2

In this little book of lectures we have a fresh and vigorous study of a sub-
ject which is full of interest. The author is a man of positive ideas, and his
modes of expression are unequivocal if not dogmatic. A single quotation
from the opening lecture will illustrate this prominent characteristic of the
book : " Men of scientific pretensions take certain particles of dead animal
matter, place them possibly in four-and-twenty bottles, and watch the influence
upon them of four-and-twenty different solutions called antiseptic, and forth-
with rush to conclusions regarding the value of the so-called antiseptic ¡-urgery
or medicine of modern times, relatively to the complicated mechanism of the
living body ! I have no sympathy, then, for this penchant after ' original in-
vestigation ' on the one hand, and I have learned to attach little importance to
much that is designated ' experience ' on the other." It is to be remarked,
however, that the conservative skepticism here manifested so emphatically has
not deterred the author from a studious examination of the works of many
" original investigators," whose results are analyzed and criticised with great
acumen, and are often made to fortify his own opinions.

2 Lectures on Bright's Disease: Delivered at the Royal Infirmary of Glasgow. By D. Camp-
bell Black, M. D., L. R. C. S. Edin. Philadelphia: Lindsay and Blakiston. 1875.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY on August 25, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


